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Observation Checklists: Monitoring 
Development  
Syracuse City School District, New York

Topic: Preschool Language and Literacy 

Practice: Use Interactive and Dialogic Reading

These observation checklists were adapted by Syracuse to help preschool 

teachers monitor children’s progress in mastering print awareness and 

comprehension skills within six thematic units. The Syracuse teachers 

use this data to differentiate instruction for individual children. You can 

use or adapt these checklists to help you plan interactive reading and 

track oral language learning across your curriculum, beginning with asking 

children to identify a book’s title, author, and illustrator, and moving 

on to having them retell the sequence of story events. Notice how the 

comprehension and oral language skills vary depending on the focus or 

theme of each of the six units.
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        Title 

        A
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speaking 
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questions 
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